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flower, and in the ground vegetation the bluebell (Scilia
nutans), stitchwbrt (Stellaria holostea), weasel snout (Galeab-
dolon luteum), etc., develop: in (3) the aestival or summer
aspect (June-August), a number of other species become
prominent; (4) the autumnal aspect (September-November)
shows very few or no fresh flowering plants in the woodland,
but is marked by the appearance of many fungi. Many
species extend their activity above the soil through two or
more aspects.
We must be careful to distinguish the growth and
activity of the leafy shoots of a plant from its flowering,
though these are sometimes contemporaneous. The hazel
(Corylus avettana) flowers in the prevernal aspect, but its
leaves do not appear till the vernal. The dog's mercury
(Mercurialis perennis) flowers in the prevernal or early part
of the vernal aspect, while its leaves are active in the pre-
vernal and vernal and right through the summer aspect.
The meadow saffron (Colchicum autumnale], on the other
hand, produces its leaves in the prevernal aspect, but its
flowers do not appear till the autumnal, long after the leaves
have disappeared. Under the different aspects we have
therefore to note what plants are in a state of vegetative
activity, as well as what plants are in flower.
Deciduous woodland is characterised, in its ground
especially,  by  its  rich  prevernal and  vernal  vegetation,
though it also contains many festival            ;                  is
mainly vernal and sestival, but is active to some extent
throughout the year according to the weather; while heath,
fen and salt marsh are essentially summer vegetation
continuing into the autumn.
THE PLANT SOCIETY.
Within an association or a consociation certain
subordinate            form communities of lower rank,   These
local communities  are                                 Example*   art
societies of wych elm in an                of ash or         In tlte